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“The Kerala Chapter of the Banyan welcomed us as
colleagues rather than as fellows and were very
affectionate rowards us. We were able to be a part of
the initial days of serting up ECRC Guruvayoor and
were engaged in rescue and clinical care. We were
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setting it up. The rooms for our clients, the office,
checking the supplies and keeping the records of
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“When I was pursuing the Diploma in Banyan Academy, we came across Mira®, a one-year-old who was diagnosed
with Down's Syndrome. The child's father was also a person with disabilities. The family could not undersrand what
was happening, neither could they afford medical help. Mira was also facing cardiac difficulties, but the family did

not have the resources orawareness to facilitate treatment.

This is where we came in. I first spoke to the parents and helped them understand the situation better. The diploma
helped me immensely when it came to counselling the parents. We made them understand the child's needs and
assuaged their worries. After that, we arranged for financial support from an NGO and also facilitated
physiotherapy sessions for Mira. Apart from that, we helped the father with a small loan ro set up a small business
so thar they could become self-sufficient. The family is dealing better with the situation now and the child would

soon be ready fora cardiac surgery.

[ currently am a programme manager with an NGO, and I've been working with children with disabilities for the
past 13 years. The diploma has helped me understand the needs of children and has also introduced key concepts
like child rights and laws in India. Many tuition teachers from my NGO also took the course. They now are able ro
understand children much better and are able to offer solace with ease’. - Ganesan V, Diploma in working with

vulnerable children, Barch z, Program manager, MALAR trust
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